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St. John the Evangelist Catholic Parish é%q

Pastor: Fr. Ramon Jose Oncog JCL

Confession Schedule:
Saturday (4:00 - 4:45 PM) & Sunday (5:00 — 5:45 PM) or call for appointment

PARISH UPDATE 12/28/2025

CHRISTMAS 2025 "URBI ET ORBI" MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIV (an excerpt)
Dear brothers and sisters,
“Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Savior has been born in the world. Today, true peace has come down to us from
heaven” (Entrance Antiphon, Christmas Mass during the Night). Thus sings the liturgy on Christmas night, and the
announcement of Bethlehem resounds in the Church: the Child born of the Virgin Mary is Christ the Lord, sent by the
Father to save us from sin and death. Indeed, he is our peace; he has conquered hatred and enmity through God’s
merciful love. For this reason, “the Lord’s birth is the birth of peace” (Saint Leo the Great, Sermon 26). Jesus was born
in a stable because there was no room for him in the inn. As soon as he was born, his mother Mary “wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger” (cf. Lk 2:7). The Son of God, through whom all things were created, was
not welcomed, and a poor manger for animals was his crib. The eternal Word of the Father whom the heavens cannot
contain chose to come into the world in this way. Out of love, he wanted to be born of a woman and so share our
humanity; out of love, he accepted poverty and rejection, identifying himself with those who are discarded and
excluded. Already in the birth of Jesus, we glimpse the fundamental decision that would guide the entire life of the Son
of God, even to his death on the cross: the decision not to leave us under the burden of sin, but to bear it himself for
us, to take it upon himself. He alone could do so. At the same time, however, he showed us what we alone can do,
which is to take on our own share of responsibility. Indeed, God, who created us without us, will not save us without us
(cf. Saint Augustine, Sermon 169, 11, 13), that is, without our free will to love. Those who do not love are not saved;
they are lost. And those who do not love their brother or sister whom they see, cannot love God whom they do not see
(cf. 1 Jn 4:20). Sisters and brothers, responsibility is the sure way to peace. If all of us, at every level, would stop
accusing others and instead acknowledge our own faults, asking God for forgiveness, and if we would truly enter into
the suffering of others and stand in solidarity with the weak and the oppressed, then the world would change. Jesus
Christ is our peace first of all because he frees us from sin, and also because he shows us the way to overcome conflicts
— all conflicts, whether interpersonal or international. Without a heart freed from sin, a heart that has been forgiven,
we cannot be men and women of peace or builders of peace. This is why Jesus was born in Bethlehem and died on the
cross: to free us from sin. He is the Savior. With his grace, we can and must each do our part to reject hatred, violence
and opposition, and to practice dialogue, peace and reconciliation. On this holy day, let us open our hearts to our
brothers and sisters who are in need or in pain. In doing so, we open our hearts to the Child Jesus, who welcomes us
with open arms and reveals his divinity to us: “But to all who received him... he gave power to become children of God”
(Jn 1:12). In a few days’ time, the Jubilee Year will come to an end. The Holy Doors will close, but Christ our hope
remains with us always! He is the Door that is always open, leading us into divine life. This is the joyful proclamation of
this day: the Child who was born is God made man; he comes not to condemn but to save; his is not a fleeting
appearance, for he comes to stay and to give himself. In him, every wound is healed and every heart finds rest and
peace. “The Lord’s birth is the birth of peace.”
To all of you, | offer heartfelt good wishes for a peaceful and holy Christmas!
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MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS

SATURDAY (3" Octave of Christmas/Feast of Saint John,
Apostle and Evangelist)
Dec 27 // 5PM- For the intentions of all the parishioners

SUND A Y (Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph)

Dec 28 // 11AM- Wedding Anniversary Thanksgiving — req.
Odie & Aida Munsayac // Eternal repose of the souls of
Aurelio & Francisco Javiero — req. Javiero Family

Dec 28 // 6PM- For the intentions of all the parishioners

MONDAY (5% Octave of Christmas)
Dec 29 // No Mass

TUESDAY (6t Octave of Christmas)
Dec 30 // 7PM- Thanksgiving and Intentions of Ysah — req.
Jason & Anne del Mundo

WEDNESDAY (7t Octave of Christmas/ Solemnity of
Mary, the Holy Mother of God)

Dec 31 // 5PM- Special Intentions — req. Barry & Fabiola
Titchkosksy

Dec 31 // 7PM-For the intentions of all the parishioners

UPCOMING EVENTS*

¢ Vigil Mass Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Dec 31st// 5PM & 7PM

Jan 1st// 11AM

Children’s Rosary and Mass- Jan 3rd//4:30PM

Misa en Espafiol- Jan 04 // 6PM

K
o3
K
o3

ANNOUNCEMENTS

% Second Collection for Church Expansion Fund

% Please submit Mass Intentions and Announcements by
Friday noon for inclusion in the Sunday Bulletin

THURSDAY (Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of
God)

Jan 01 // 11AM- Thanksgiving — req. Argamino Family
FRIDAY (Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and
Gregory Nazianzen)

Jan 02 // 10AM- Eternal repose of Nalatha Nanayakara —
req. Lasitha Pathirana

SATURDAY (Vigil Mass The Epiphany of the Lord)

Jan 03 // 5PM- For the intentions of all the parishioners

SUND AY (The Epiphany of the Lord)

Jan 04 // 11AM- Special intentions for Leo Enesi — req. Enesi
Family // Special Intentions — req. Charlie Bendanillo //
Eternal repose of Adela & Philip Paras — req. Nadia
Argamino

Jan 04 // 6PM- Misa en Espafiol

Parish Hall Booking: Kitin Cayona (Hallbookings.StlJohnParishMorden@gmail.com)

Parish Bulletin Announcements and Mass Intentions: anjususan7@gmail.com
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